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By Richard Gonzales, President
SLO County Farm Bureau

San Luis Obispo Connty

FARM BUREAU

Buzz Words

he media loves them. Recently,
TCal Poly had their panel dis-

cussion on “The Sustainability
of Agriculture,” and I had the oppor-
tunity to attend and hear the diverse
perspectives presented that day.

One of the viewpoints of par-
ticular interest was from Myra
Goodman, who is one of the owners/
founders of Earthbound Farms. Her
point was that even in the organic
market, profit has to exist as part
of the “sustainability” picture. This
is a fact of which every farmer and
rancher is acutely aware.

So, when we look to our local,
state and federal governments, we
should ask, what is their view of sus-
tainability? With “run-away” spend-
ing, they would do right by the con-
sumers to look at cost-cutting mea-
sures along with options to increase
tax revenues by helping private
businesses become more profitable.

As farmers and ranchers become
more profitable, they will do what
they always have, and spend more
on goods, services and infrastructure
which keeps our whole economy
“SUSTAINABLE.”

—Richard Gonzales

In conjunction with the feature article about Rural Crime Prevention and the SLO County
Task Force, cut out the information below and post it where you can reach it when needed.
We are proud to have these experienced officers on the Central Coast.

Thank you to all law enforcement officers serving our county.
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Important Emergency Numbers

| Crime or Emergency in Process - Call 911 |

| Non-emergency - Call 24-hour Dispatch at (805) 781-4550 |
Brandy Swain North County Station
Rural Crime Prevention Specialist Deputy Ed Bryant - Cell (805) 305-7408 |

| Headquarters: 1585 Kansas Ave., SLO 356 North Main Street, Templeton; |
Desk: 781-4578 (805) 434-4290

| Coastal Station South County Station |

| Deputy Pete Cramer - Cell (805) 305-7409  Deputy Darren Davidson - (805) 305-7407 |
2099 10th Street, Los Osos; (805) 528-6083 1681 Front Street, Oceano; (805)473-7100
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COVER PHOTO
The Rural Crime Prevention Task Force

works with farmers and ranchers through-
out San Luis Obispo County, including in
California Valley (left).
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Great Day Greeted AGventure #7!

by Lorraine Clark, Ag Education Committee Coordinator

onderful fall weather kicked
in just in time for the
Seventh Great AGventure,

October 7, 2009, at the Paso Robles
Event Center. This marked the larg-
est turnout so far, with 1,474 fourth-
grade students, 229 parent chaper-
ones and 53 teachers from all over
San Luis Obispo County gathering
together to connect with agriculture.
Volunteers from all facets of

the agricultural industry create the
educational field day by showcasing
their expertise to children who have
little opportunity to associate them-
selves with any kind of agriculture.

continued on page 4
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SLO County

Farm Bureau
CALENDAR

JANUARY

7  Edna Farm Center

11 Farm Bureau Women

15 Adelaida Farm Center

18 North Coast Farm Center
26 Board of Directors’ Meeting

THE GREAT

RE KIS EXPLORE

AGRICULTURE:

FEBRARY

4  Edna Farm Center

8  Farm Bureau Women

18 Adelaida Farm Center

23 Board of Directors’ Meeting

Support AGventure! by Mary Silveira

Taking photographs for Great AGventure is always rewarding and a great
opportunity to feature 1400 fourth graders from around the county in a perfect

learning environment. Ag Education Committee Coordinator Lorraine Clark works

all year to bring the best agricutural presentations to students. With more than 100

presenters and many, many volunteers, teachers and students are guaranteed a

day they will never forget.

Those in agriculture must constantly educate consumers as to how their food
is grown, gets to market and stays viable. It sometimes feels as if elements, other
than weather, are against the farmer, and promotion is always needed.

Please take a few minutes to enjoy the pictures of children learning what and
where their food is grown, raised or marketed and then fill out the form below that
says you will support the Great AGvenure in 2010.

Our children need to understand agriculture...
Their food source depends on it!

Fourth graders learn from hands-on par-
ticipation with biofuel (above), cow milk-
ing and cotton demonstrations (below).

San Luis Obispo County
Agriculture Education Committee

Your Support Stays Local!

Make a charitable gift to benefit agriculture—
Sponsor a class at the Great AGventure 2010!

THE GREAT
G_.

Yes, | would like to make a tax deductible donation in the amount of
%50 ____$100 %250
%500 _ $1000 __ Other

Choose from the above donation amounts and send check directly, pay-
able to SLO County Agriculture Education Committee, 651 Tank Farm Rd.,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. For questions, call (805) 543-7356.

501(c)3 charitable organization Tax ID# 77-0449080
Your tax deductible donation makes this dynamic program available
to children throughout San Luis Obispo County —
see video at slofarmbureau.org/Programs/sloaged/greatagventure
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AGventure continued from page 3

More than 50 fabulous presentations
ranged in subject material from trac-
tors and balers to veterinary medi-
cine to farrier science, horses, water
drilling, apple grafting, cattle, aba-
lone, grapes, biofuel, working dogs,
the fishing industry and more!

Students also participate in an
“AG-tivity” where they get involved
with making butter, roping calf dum-
mies, collecting eggs, stacking hay,
investigating owl pellets, making
paper quilt squares or dissecting
a cotton boll.

Many teachers return each year
with their new class of fourth graders.
They are asked to give their input
as to the educational value of the
program. Teachers’ replies to the
question, “Do you feel that your stu-
dents gained agricultural knowledge
through this program?” include the
following:

AGTH EGREAT

*  “Absolutely. Hopefully they will
realize how important farming and
production are to our economy and
the convenience they provide.”

*  “Yes! So many of the kids haven't
touched a baby cow or know what
cattle ranching is about. It was all
positive exposure!”

*  “Yes! And so did I!”

The program is supported with
both pre- and post-event lesson
resources so that the agricultural
discovery extends into the classroom
and into many subject areas.

The day is offered each year free
of charge to schools throughout the
county. Sponsors from organizations,
companies and individuals subsidize
the event with most of the expenses
going directly to transportation costs.

Thanks to our sponsors this year
that include Paso Robles Chamber
Agri-Business Committee, Farm

Credit West, Filipponi & Thompson,
Farm Supply, Bejo Seeds, Coastal
Research Services, Creston Farm
Center, SLO County and many gen-
erous individuals.

Thanks, also, to organizations
such as CattleWomen, Agriculture
Education Committee, Farm Bureau
and San Miguel Lion’s Club, whose
members devote time and energy to
make the day a huge success, teach-
ing our kids and community about
agriculture!

Roping practice (top); Kubota tractor;
NRCS soils demonstration; teaching op-
portunity (upper left); baling demonstration
(lower left).
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Survey of Local Agriculture Production for 2009 Begins in January

by Judy Groat, San Luis Obispo County Department of Agriculture

of Agriculture seeks help collect-

ing important statistical crop
and livestock yield and value infor-
mation from local producers of agri-
cultural commodities.

Each year the department col-
lects data by mailing growers and
producers a simple, confidential sur-
vey form. Data is summarized and
reported into the county’s Annual
Crop Report. The Report contains
a wealth of information about local
agriculture such as a detailed listing
of production units and values for
local commodities including nursery
plants, vineyards, fruits and vegeta-
bles, livestock and field crops.

San Luis Obispo County’s Dept.

“Information in the Crop Report
is important in tracking the health
of this county’s economy, and it
provides an analysis of the value of
local agriculture,” says Agricultural
Commissioner Bob Lilley. In 2008 the
value of our local agricultural crops
was estimated from survey data at
$606,745,000.

“It's important and beneficial for
growers and livestock producers to
provide our department the informa-
tion by mailing the survey form to
our office,” Lilley says. “Statistics
are used to determine values when
requesting local crop disaster decla-
rations; bankers and lenders use the
data to make informed decisions;

and local economic forecasters track
trends based upon accurate and
current data. We highly encourage
participation in the survey and ask
growers to fill-out and return the
survey form so we can have the best
information possible for the 2009
Annual Crop Report.”

Individual survey figures are
kept strictly confidential but are nec-
essary to determine an accurate total
value for each commodity. Surveys
are mailed to producers in January.
For more survey information, contact
Judy Groat, Agricultural Inspector/
Biologist, at (805) 781-5910. For past
Crop Reports go to www.slocounty.
ca.gov/agcomm.

Leading land management.
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Lasting invasive weed control.

New Milestone™ herbicide puts you on the leading edge of range and pasture
management. Its breakthrough chemistry delivers season-long control of
noxious and invasive broadleaf species and other problem weeds. And it has
no grazing restrictions to all classes of livestock, including beef and lactating
dairy cattle. Milestone from Dow AgroSciences - your trusted partner in range

and pasture.

Rick Miller, PCA

Specialty Products

Dow AgroSciences LLC
916-212-8598 or rmiller@dow.com

Product information available at:
www.dowagro.com/turf/
www.rangeandpasture.com
www.vegetationmgmt.com
www.dow.com




Multi-Billion Dollar Deficit Projected for CA

Reforms Needed to Fix Government, But Not at Expense
of Taxpayer Protections by Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee

he Legislative Analysts Office
T(LAO) recently released its

annual Fiscal Outlook for the
2010-2011 budget year that starts in
July. As you may have heard, the
report did not paint a pretty picture
about California’s finances. The LAO
projects a $20.7 billion deficit between
now and the end of the 2010-2011
budget year. This forecast makes it
clear that California’s budget remains
structurally imbalanced.

California is lagging behind most
states on the road to economic recov-
ery. The Legislature must correct the
punitive regulatory and tax climate
that is driving jobs away and hurting

state revenue. California’s state gov-
ernment is ripe for reforms to fix the
dysfunction, and the Legislature
needs to improve efficiency and ac-
countability in government, and cut
down on the layers of bureaucracy. P

The Senate and Assembly’s Select  Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee
Committees on Improving State

Government are holding hearings ¢ Incorporating longer-term planning

throughout the state on how to reform  in budget decisions to reduce the

our lawmaking process. The commit- boom and bust nature of economic

tees, comprised of both Republicans cycles;

and Democrats, are evaluating major ¢ Exploring performance-based

proposals to reform the Legislature budgeting to encourage efficiency

and its broken budget system. and reward programs that are
Some of the ideas that were dis- working;

cussed in the committee include: continued on page 13
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A COMPLETE FAMILY OF HIGH PERFORMANCE LUBRICANTS

Always Quality Workmanship

MANY DIFFERENT USES

+ Farm & Ranch <« Winery
+ Equestrian + Commercial

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS

. . . B . Protection for your farm equipment
Specializing in Metal Buildings and your land

WE USE ONLY QUALITY METAL BUILDINGS, BioBlend's line of biodegradable and
MANUFACTURED IN CALIFORNIA. bio-based high performance lubricants

CLEAR SPANS RANGE FROM 50 FEET TO 225 FEET any condition. Whether you're harvesting and bailing, have a
WITH NO LIMIT ON LENGTH. dairy operation, or organic farming, BioBlend has the

provides the agriculture industry with
ecologically fiendly solutions for their
toughest lubrication challenges.

BioBlend offers a complete line of high pedormance
products for your tractors, farm equipment, air compressors,
vacuum pumps, and more to protect your equipment under

WE CAN DO IT ALL!
< Permit Assistance <« Excavation

lubricants you need to provide maximum protection — from
grease lubricated components to hydraulic systems.
BioBlend combines highly stable vegetable base oils with

< Foundation « Erecting

unigue additive technologies to create products that provide

COMPLETE
TURN-KEY PACKAGES

AVAILABLE IN AWIDE RANGE OF COLORS.

Call Mike Armenta
for on-site Consultation & Free Estimate DEWAR
(805) 550-5194 B

License No. 782045 - Fully Insured and Bonded
Serving the Central Coast

excellent thermal and oxidative stability while delivering
superior anti-wear and anti-corrosion protection. BioBlend
products are non-toxic and readily biodegradable.

oJ

R T

1.800.549.6457




Lecistative UPDATE
San Luis Obispo County Grading Ordinance Update

Planning to plant a new orchard or vineyard on land with more than a 30 percent slope?
How about a new ag. road to your watering trough? Be prepared to file with San Luis Obsipo County
and then go through the RCD/NRCS Alternative Review process or get a county permit.

he Planning Commission’s
TRecommended Grading

Ordinance is on the county
website and discussed below. It is to
be heard at the Board of Supervisors’
meeting starting January 26. What
could this mean to you?

Read the following proposed
regulations. Let the Supervisors
know how this ordinance will affect
your agricultural operation, using
examples whenever possible.

Farm Bureau opposes this heavy-
handed ordinance. With the help of
our State Farm Bureau (CFBF) and
the other county agricultural organi-
zations, we are working to get agri-
culture’s message to our Supervisors.

Proposed Grading Ordinance
Regulations Affecting Agriculture
There are three levels to this ordi-
nance: 1) ag. activities allowed with-
out county regulations, 2) ag activi-
ties requiring filing of a county form
and 3) activities requiring alternative
review or a permit.

The Only Ag. Grading Activities
Allowed Without County Regulations
1) Moving less than the county’s
definition of 50 cubic yards of earth
(25 cubic yards, picked up is counted a
second time when it is put down, total-
ing 50 cubic yards). Less than 20 cubic
yards in a watercourse involving
alteration of a drainage course.

2) Preparation of ongoing crop land
involving more than 50 cubic yards
where the land has been farmed
within the last five years.

3) Vegetation removal on more than
one-half acre of land, only if it has

been grazed within the last five
years.

4) Routine maintenance of existing
legally established ag. roads.

5) Installation and maintenance of
agricultural water pipelines.

6) Vegetation clearance strictly for
fire safety using CalFire recommen-
dations.

Ag. Activities Requiring Filing a Form
With the County Planning Department
1) Preparation of new cropland or
new pastures (a new spring or well?)
on slopes less than 30 percent when
moving more than 50 cubic yards
cumulatively.

2) Installation of small reservoirs, for
crops or livestock watering, that are
less than one-acre-foot in capacity,
are built totally below grade and

are not on a stream, lake or marsh.

Ag. Activities Requiring RCD/NRCS
Alternative Review or a County
Grading Permit

1) All new agricultural roads moving
more than 50 cubic yards of earth
(see county’s definition at left) regard-
less of slope.

2) Reservoirs for crops or livestock
watering with more than one-acre-
foot capacity and/or built above the
natural grade.

3) More than one-half acre of vegeta-
tion removal (whether dirt is moved

or not) for rangeland management
where grazing has not occurred for
over five years.

4) New orchards or vineyards, using
hillside benches or other practices, on
slopes more than 30 percent.

5) Ponds, reservoirs or dams catching
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run-off.

6) Streambank protection projects.
7) Agricultural grading requiring
importation or exportation of fill
material, except “soil fertility amend-
ments.”

8) Trails for agricultural production
support activities and recreation
enhancement of the property.

9) Projects for soil, water quality,
habitat or wildlife restoration, con-
servation or enhancement occurring
outside of the channel of a stream.

The Alternative Review process
is preferable to a county permit. The
RCD/NRCS has the expertise to be
able to walk you through the paper-
work and the process, including get-
ting the state and federal clearances
for projects, but normal agricultural
practices should not be subject to
review or permits.

In early January, we will have
additional information to further
help you address this issue. If you
have questions, information that will
help us or would like to be added to
our e-mail list, call the Farm Bureau
office at (805) 543-3654 or e-mail
joy@slofarmbureau.org.

Contact Your Supervisors

1) Write to San Luis Obispo County Board of
Supervisors, Rm. D-430, County Government
Center, San Luis Obispo, CA 93408.

2) E-mail the Board’s secretary at
shaker@co.slo.ca.us.

3) Speak with the Supervisors.
4) Testify at the January 26 hearing.
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Rural Crime Prevention Task Force
Works to Tend Many Needs uyaysier

rime of any nature is unwel-
‘ come. To distinguish rural

crime from urban crime seems
unnecessary because a crime is an
action or an instance of negligence

that is deemed injurious to the public
welfare or morals or to the interests

of the state and that is legally prohib-
ited. Thus, a crime is a crime is
a crime.

But rural crime is different. In
August 2009, the California legisla-
ture passed SB121, which was signed
by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.
This act amended Section 14183 of
the Penal Code relating to crime pre-
vention, which authorized specified
counties until July 1, 2010, “to devel-
op the Central Coast Rural Crime
Prevention Program....”

SB121 now extends the autho-
rized operation of the program until
July 1, 2013. The existing law encour-
aged the counties of Monterey, San
Benito, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz
and San Luis Obispo to develop,
adopt and implement a Central Coast

Rural Crime Prevention Program,
based upon the Central Valley Rural
Crime Prevention Program authored
by Senator Chuck Poochigian,
R-Fresno, in 1996.

To better understand the Central
Coast program, it’s helpful to look

Deputy Ed Bryant,
a member of SLO
County Sheriff’s
Department Rural
Crime Prevention
Task Force, works
on daily reports
out of his office

in Templeton.

at the established model. The mis-
sion of the Central Valley Rural
Crime Prevention Program is to pre-
vent agricultural crime and protect
California agriculture in the Central
Valley through the integration of law
enforcement, agricultural commis-
sioners and prosecution. The pro-
gram fosters collaboration between
county law enforcement and local
farmers. It took another bill, SB453 in
2005 by the same senator, to restore
funding and continue the program.
“The extension of this program
means that the joint task forces put
into place across the Central Valley
will continue to combat, investigate
and prosecute rural crime, and
protect California’s food supply,”
Poochigian said. “Thieves who target

agricultural producers and steal fuel,
chemicals, equipment and livestock
can devastate their victims.”

Sargeant Greg Gularte of the
Fresno County Sheriff’s Rural Crime
Task Force said of SB 453, “Having
this bill passed allows the department
and the county to provide a unit that
is specifically investigating ag-related
crimes. Before, an area detective
would handle a much larger case-
load, which meant that ag-related
cases were at the bottom of the pile.
This program allows us to investi-
gate cases and run with small details
and actually come to a conclusion.”
[From September 14, 2005, California
Farm Bureau Federation (CFBF) Ag
Alert.]

The eight counties that comprise
the program for the Central Valley
contribute 60 percent of California’s
total agricultural production, mak-
ing the Central Valley the richest
agricultural-producing region in the
world. The program has been hailed
by law enforcement officials across
the nation as a model, and it is one of
the only crime-prevention programs
specifically directed at rural areas,
wrote Christine Souza in Ag Alert.

The Central Coast, with the help
of SB 121, continues as a partner with
other counties to provide services
that make officers capable of reach-
ing out to rural area crime victims.

“Rural brings to mind agri-
culture and family farms, sparsely
populated areas and a sense of com-
munity where the people know one
another and act accordingly,” says
Mark Small of the Institute on Family
& Neighborhood in a December 12,
2000, article.



Even though these descriptions
connote a “good, wholesome life-
style,” it is neither the lifestyle nor
the social, psychological or cultural
state of the area that is being pro-
tected by the Task Force. With fewer
people in rural areas, this lack of
density leaves open various oppor-
tunities to those who look for them,
e.g., criminal elements; therefore,
there is a need for rendering special-
ized crime prevention services.

“The problem in assessing
rural crime is that different people
look at the same facts and reach
very different conclusions,” says
Joseph Donnermeyer, director for
National Rural Crime Prevention
Center, Columbus, Ohio, in his
1994 article, “Crime and Violence in
Rural Communities.” He continues,
“Looking at rural crime rates over
time offers a different view—suggest-
ing that while rural areas today have
less crime than their urban counter-
parts, they also have more crime than
they did in the past, and their crime
problems are serious.” We are now in
the year 2010, and the seriousness of
rural crime continues to daunt us.

The seriousness of any crime
is weighted in the damage to one
personally and economically. When
thinking of rural crime, we tend to
draw conclusions that all is theft or
vandalism and not bodily injury, but
it is wrong to identify it so lightly.

Crime of a personal nature is
sometimes swept under the rug,
and even though the emphasis is
on things being stolen or damaged,
there are also people—adults and
children—and animals who sulffer
from crime in the rural populations.
Most times we neither want nor care
to discuss those possibilities. But
we must remember that because of
the demographics, it is difficult for
the Task Force to be all things to all

people. And it is up to the neighbors
and family members to be ever-vigi-
lant about what happens a few miles
down the road on physical property,
and what happens a few miles down
the road in the home physically.
Donnermeyer (1994) writes, “A
scientific rendition of the social forces
causing the level of violence and
crime in rural communities to rise
can never match the intuitive appeal
and succinctness of that Ohio farmer
who summed it up in 14 words: ‘We
are on the same train as city people,
but we're in the caboose.” I would
only add that some rural communi-
ties have moved closer to the front
of the train. If there was ever an
opportune moment for prevention
programming to work, it is now and
it is in America’s rural communities.”
While riding with Deputy Ed
Bryant on a morning shift in Decem-
ber, I witness firsthand some of the
problems and difficulties that are
tended to by the Task Force. The
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rural areas of San Luis Obispo extend
3,126 square miles in this county’s
2,114,764.8 acres of land.

Our day in the field was limited
to following up on complaints of ani-
mal abuse in areas from Templeton
to California Valley. Frustrating to
the officers is the many people who
keep a horse or a number of horses
without a true knowledge of how
to take care of them. Abuse that I
witnessed ranged from small ponies
with unshod hooves, that were now
suffering from curved ankles, to full-
grown horses kept in too small an
area. Officers approach individuals
with instructions on what they must
do in order to avoid prosecution for
abuse, and most times the individu-
als will comply.

Deputy Bryant said that keep-
ing up with the humane treatment
of animals is one of the important
services the rural crime officers meet.
Also, repeated visits are necessary

continued on page 10

National “Owner Applied Number” Program
Helps Safeguard Your Possessions

s a result of widespread concern for
Aan increased number of rural thefts,
the nationwide Owner Applied
Number (OAN) program has been initiated
in California for the identification of farm
machinery, equipment and even household
goods.
The FBI has established a system
whereby each state
and county is assigned
a number recorded
in the National Crime
Information Center.
A directory containing
these numbers is avail-
able to each law enforce-
ment agency for use in
identifying the various
states and counties.

OWNER APPLIED
NUMBER

To apply for an OAN, contact the SLO
County Sheriff's Department at (805) 781-
4578 or visit the ACTION website at www.
agerime.net, then go to OAN Counties and
Information.

An OAN is issued to the person—not the
equipment—so no information about your
inventory is needed. Simply enter name,
address, etc., and your
OAN will be issued.

For assistance in apply-
ing the number to your
equipment, contact the
SLO County Sheriff’s
Department. An OAN
brochure is available at
Farm Bureau or through
the Rural Crime Prevention
Specialist.
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TaSk FO FCEe continued

to ensure that proper veterinary ser-
vices are provided when animals are
distraught. It is hoped that by doing
so, the owner will get on track. Many
times owners do not recognize that
their animal is being treated improp-
erly; this can be attributed to lack of
training or knowledge.

Recently the county has seen a
rash of solar panel theft. As technolo-
gy brightens the future of agriculture,
it also brightens the future of the
thief. Featured in CFBF’s Ag Alert,
November 11, 2009, is an article,
“Solar panel thefts become a growing
trend in rural areas.”

This is not exclusive to the
Central Valley. Brandy Swain, Rural
Crime Specialist with the San Luis
Obispo County Sheriff’s Department,
noted that a recent theft of a solar
panel off an area of highway 166
prompted an investigation. Thieves
cut the wires that hold the panels.

According to the Ag Alert article,
security motion cameras are one
means of detecting trespassers. This
type of theft will probably continue
as long as panels are not secured in
some way. Checking with your local
security companies could give you
an edge over the thief.

It is important to document any
crime to your property or equipment
and report it to the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment immediately. Helpful to the
recovery of any property is the OAN
or owner-applied number to farm
machinery, equipment and house-
hold goods. The “Operation ID/
Owner Applied Number” program
is a nationwide program admin-
istered by the California Sheriff’s
Association and adopted by the
California Highway Patrol, Far West
Equipment Dealers Association and

California Farm Bureau (see sidebar
on page 9).

Marking equipment with identi-
fication numbers, taking extra time
to lock up machinery at night and
installing surveillance equipment
have become a part of the way agri-
culturalists protect their businesses.
When a crime is committed, these
steps help law enforforcement in the
recovery of property and the arrest
and conviction of the individual(s)
responsible.

The act of stealing—the wrong-
ful taking and carrying away of the
personal goods or property of anoth-
er—this larceny, needs a watchful
eye from the rural residential farmer
and rancher. With the Rural Crime
Prevention Task Force in place, the
officers serving the county are read-
ily available to help in the capture
and prosecution of the criminal.

For the last several years San Luis
Obispo County has been fortunate
to have continuous experience in
the field.

Rural Crime Prevention Task Force

A native of Dallas, Texas, Brandy
Swain is the Rural Crime Prevention
Specialist. Raised in Orange County,
she attended California State Univer-
sity Fullerton and holds a B.A. in
Sociology with an emphasis in crim-
inal justice. Her specialized training
includes certification in Law Enforce-
ment Communications, Basic Crime
Prevention and Rural Crime Preven-
tion techniques. Swain works directly
with farming and ranching interests
and may be reached at (805) 781-4578
or bswain@co.slo.ca.us.

Sargeant Rex Reece is in charge
of the Crime Prevention/Public
Information Unit and Rural Crime
Task Force. Reece has been with the
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s
Department 25 years, serving as a
North County deputy, field training
officer and supervising the Special
Operations section.

Deputy Darren Davidson
brings more than 20 years of law
enforcement experience to the unit

Article author Mary
Silveira and Deputy
Ed Bryant visit a
local ranch.



and has a 4H, FFA and team-roping
background. As part of the Special
Enforcement Detail, he is one of the
team’s accomplished marksmen.
Davidson is a graduate of the Rural
Crime Prevention School.

Rob Bryn is the Public Informa-
tion Officer and Crime Prevention
Specialist, having served several
years with the San Luis Obispo
Police Department. Bryn is respon-
sible for working with local media
to enhance their understanding of
law enforcement’s role in the county
and to assist them in providing story
ideas that warn the community about
crime trends.

Deputy Pete Cramer, with the
San Luis County Sheriff’s Department
since 1998, has been trained by the
Western States Livestock Investigators
Association, and has specialized
training in illegal animal fighting,
rural crime, domestic violence, active
shooter and other advanced law
enforcement training. Cramer also
has a cattle operation of his own and
understands the importance of main-
taining the lines of communication
among that specialized community.
He is assigned to the coastal areas of
the county.

Deputy Ed Bryant started his
law enforcement career with the City
of Morro Bay Police and transferred
to the San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s
Department in the 1980s. Bryant has
a wide range of law enforcement
experience and training in mobile
field force, narcotics, rural crime pre-
vention, less-lethal munitions and is
an expert in horses for the unit. He
maintains his office at the Templeton
Sheriff’s station.

Marsha Mann, on the Task Force
as part of the Rural Crime Prevention
Grant, has more than 10 years crime
prevention and law enforcement
experience, most recently with the
Fresno and San Diego Sheriff’s
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The rural eastside of California Valley and Carissa Plains is one of the county’s most
remote areas.

departments. Mann has expertise

in crime-free multi-family housing,
crime prevention through environ-
mental design and crime prevention
survey work. She also assists with
the Rural Crime Task Force and
participates in Farm/Ranch Watch
activities.

Prevention is what we would all
like to be able to do when it comes
to crime. Briefly, some of the ways
cited in the recent Ag Alert article for
securing and preventing solar panel
loss include the following:

* Map the panels with serial numbers
* Use locking bolts to secure solar
panels

* Place tamper-evident stickers with
the owner’s name on all panels

* Use alarms on solar panels

¢ Use security cameras to cover your
solar fields

* Place a fence around the panel
system

* Contact law enforcement agencies
immediately to report any suspicious
people or vehicles.

Beyond solar panels, there has
been a rash of burglaries in the South
County area (November 2009), where
victims have had sheds and sea trains
invaded and grinders, generators and
hand tools taken. The thieves have

used a wheelbarrow to cart items to
a waiting car, then left the barrow
on the side of the road. These pre-
planned raids have left a trail that
will help the officers” track and, it is
hoped, apprehend the suspects.

The act of policing communities
has changed over the years. With the
help of programs such as the Rural
Crime Task Force and funding that
our state and county allow, a cus-
tomer-service philosophy has trans-
formed these agencies into more
responsive and cooperative entities.

The Task Force also is alert to
livestock that manage to get on the
roadways and become potentially
dangerous to motorists. Finding and
working with a rancher to assist in
returning the animal to the ranch and
preventing disaster is a constant job.
When vandals trespass onto farm
and ranch land, they are likely to cut
fences, which allow livestock out.

A recent call to the Farm Bureau
prompted a local police unit to help
get a cow and calves back where they
belonged off an urban road. The Task
Force is not the only policing force
that watches out for the farmer and
rancher. The Central Coast is urban
and rural, side by side.

Portions excerpted from January 2008
Farmer & Rancher Magazine.
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Four SLO Farm Bureau Tours Set for 2010

Southern Charm

features Charleston, Savannah & Jekyll Island

Departure Dates:
March 7, 21; April 18;
May 2; September 12;
October 10; November 7

DOOOOOCOIOOOOOOICOOOOOOOIOOOOOOIOOOOOOOOVOOOOOOIOOOOOOIOOOOOOOOVOOOOOOOOD

Highlights
¢ Historic Charleston
¢ Boone Hall Plantation—

has grown crops for 320 years

¢ Beaufort

| * Savannah—includes

southern cuisine at famous
Mrs. Wilkes” Dining Room
¢ Factors Walk

¢ Jekyll Island—two-night stay

at Jekyll Island Club
e St. Simons Island

7 Days ¢ 10 Meals
Starting at $1,399 per person
(double occupancy, land only)

Discover Switzerland, Austria and
Bavaria with Oberammergau’s Passion Play

Departure Dates:

May 8, 17; June 12, 19;

July 3, 17, 31; August 16, 28;
September 11, 18, 24

Highlights
* Engleberg

: * Bern—delightful capital city

with intriguing Bear Pit

4 * Lucerne—"Swiss Paradise
on the Lake” offers some of
Switzerland’s finest shopping

¢ Innsbruck

* Austrian Alps

* Salzburg

¢ Mirabell Gardens

e St. Peter’s Restaurant

¢ Bavaria—see famous
Neuschwanstein Castle

* Oberammergau

¢ Passion Play

10 Days ¢ 15 Meals
Starting at $2,999 per person
(double occupancy, land only)

Branson Musical Getaway
features eight entertaining Branson shows!

Departure Dates:

April 8; May 21; June 11;
September 17; October 8

Highlights

* The Hughes Brothers

* Dutton Family Theatre—
featured on TV’s America’s
Got Talent

* Twelve Irish Tenors

* Yakov Smirnoff

* Shoji Tabuchi—magnificent
show in palatial theater

* Doug Gabriel Show

* SIX

6 Days ¢ 8 Meals
Starting at $1,049 per person
(double occupancy, land only)

Italian Lakes & Greek Islands
features a 7-night Eastern Mediterranean Cruise

Highlights

* Lago Maggiore
e Stresa

¢ Lake Como and Como
¢ Bari

¢ Greek Islands
e Katakolon

¢ Santorini

* Mykonos

* Rhodes

¢ Dubrovnik

® Venice

Explore the histories and cultures of three distinctive
countries—Italy, Greece and Croatia. See the breath-
taking scenery of the Italian Lakes region and unpack
once for a memorable cruise aboard the Costa Fortuna.

Departure Dates:
May 21; July 9;
September 10, 17;
October 1; November 5

12 Days ¢ 25 Meals
Starting at $1,599 per person
(double occupancy, land only)
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Blakeslee: California Deficit continued from page 6

* Reducing the number of bills that lawmakers can
introduce each year so that the Legislature focuses
on the most important of state priorities;

* Elevating the importance of sub-committees, rather
than having major decisions made by the “Big 5”;
and

* Combining legislative panels that have similar
duties to reduce duplication and inefficiency.

California can’t afford to miss an opportunity

to overhaul state government because the process is

dominated by opportunists wanting to eliminate or

weaken hard-fought taxpayer protections; there are
special interests and others out there who view any
reform movement as an opportunity to make it easier
to defy the will of the people and increase taxes and
spending.

Specifically, if they are to be effective, true reform
proposals must do the following: preserve taxpayer
protections, including the two-thirds majority vote

UPDATED 2010 WINE GRAPE COVERAGF

NOW AVAILABLE!

GROW WITH CONFIDENCE.

EJGHN DEERE

CROP INSURAMNCE

A JOHN DEERE CERTIFIED
CROFP INSURANCE AGENCY

(888) 252-9797
WWW.GOLDENSTATECROP.COM
CA # OB72765

-

GOUDER STATE CROF & IMNSURAMNCE SERVICES 15 AN [QUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER.

needed to raise taxes and pass a budget; protect the
right of the people to take back their government at
the ballot box through the initiative and referendum
process if and when lawmakers fail to act; and ensure
that elected officials remain true representatives of the
people and that effective term limits placed on law-
makers are not repealed or weakened.

I hope that my fellow legislators will work with
me to solve this problem quickly, because the sooner
we can implement the necessary reforms, the sooner
we can realize the benefits.

AVISAR VETERINARY SERVICES

SAN Luts OB1sro COUNTY & SURROUNDINGS

j '?':."I Bull Fertility Tests,
-}g\ Pregnancy Checks

] -‘g" Equine Podiatry
A& and Dentistry

j’”"’. Small Ruminants’ Medicine
b A

YuDI AVISAR, DVM -

(805) 541-2821

QP o
& Pollination Services
by Jim Reeder
(805) 238-9012
&
935 Sycamore Canyon Rd.

Paso Robles, CA 93446

&/

All Types of
Electrical Work
Licensed
Insured

CA State Certified

Check out the Electrical
Page on our Website at
www. PBand Binc.com

PB&B Electrical
St L& 375054
(803) 481-0457
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— FOR SALE OR LEASE —

Farm & Ranch

HORSE BOARDING AVAILABLE. 12x24-
foot covered, matted stalls. North County near
Lake Nacimiento. Call 805/441-4894 for details.

MONTEZUMA OAT HAY. Lar§e quantity
available. Barn stored. Discount for truckload
quantities. $7/bale. 805/543-0708.

FIATALLIS 14-C Dozer. Larger than CAT D6.
90% UC stored for years. 700 hours, $37,000.
Call Alvin, 805/438-3278.

IRISH DEXTER CATTLE. Bulls, cows,
calves. Some registered with Purebred I.D.
Cattle Assn. Call Tom, 805/226-9489.

JARDINE RANCH SEASONAL FIREWOOD
=You pick up or we deliver. No order too
small. Credit card accepted. 805/238-2365.

WATER SOFTENER. Model Elite 420 Series,
Sears Best. Used 60 days only; like new. Best
offer. 805/472-9432.

HORSE-QUALITY FORAGE MIX. $8/bale,
barn-stored heavy bales. Red Oak firewood
to $125/half cord or $240/full cord (128 cu. ft.).
You load/you haul. 805/239-2989.

HIGH-QUALITY BARLEY HAY. Large

%uantity available. Clean, smooth bearded.
ood for cattle or horses. Paso Robles.

Delivery available. $6/bale. 805/674-8577.

QUALITY FORAGE MIX HAY. $8/bale,
Edna Valley. Delivery or pick up. 559/920-1991.

AKC BLACK/YELLOW LABS. Born
5/22/09, ofa, excellent, shots and wormed.
Top hunting bloodlines, both parents point.
Call Jim Batson at 805/463-2487.

1968 JD 4020. Powershift, 3 remotes, duals.
Loader w/bucket, forks, rear box scraper w/
hyd rippers. 6000 hrs. Asking $13,900. Call
Nick at 805/431-9532.

LONGHORN CATTLE. Heifers, steers, cow/
calves, bull. All ages, gentle with various
colors. A magnificent breed with unique
heritage. 805/801-8080.

ROUND HARROW. Strathmore 12’, 3 pt.
hitch. Good condition. $750. 805/467-3389.

USED STEEL PIPE for fences, corrals, owl
houses, flag poles, etc. Joints, posts, rods,
wire, cable—everything for pipe projects.
Panels. Competitive prices & delivery.
805/235-0133.

BOER GOATS. Bucks, young does and
wethers $65-$80 each. 805/489-5402 or
805/235-2770 cell.

ALPACAS. Young, beautiful, grey and black.
Pet fiber males. Good for sheep protection.
Two for $1,000. Call Marilyn, 805/772-1774.

VINEYARD EQUIPMENT. 3 Air-O-Fan
ull- behind sulfer dusters; great shape —
3,000/ea.“76 Chevy truck w/ stakebed; needs
work — $1,000. Patchen Weed Seeker ATV
Spray Rig w/ electronic eye — $2,500. Call
Tony, 805/391-3171.

BARBADOS SHEEP AVAILABLE. Rams,
ewes, wethers. Great for weed abatement,
BBQ, stockdog training. 805/466-5088.

SPRING TOOTH HARROWS - Four 5-foot
sections. Like new condition. $875.
805/467-3993 or 805/674-1373.

—— WANTED ——

LOCATE PERSONS - Jamie Macabee
and Clemmey Parvin. Farm inheritance.
Call Russee Parve, 805/234-1050. Important.

MILL & GRAIN HANDLING EQUIP-
MENT - Stone or impact mill for flouring.
Small grain bins and elevators. Call Jenn at
805/473-3827.

ESTABLISHED COASTAL & VALLEY
VINEYARDS - For 2010 growing season,
short- or long-term leases; any size is ac-
ceIptable. Excellent lease rates, profession-
ally farmed. Will consider lease/purchase.
Contact Lakhy Sran, 559/970-0125, Lakhy@
diamondwestfarming.com.

GRAZING LAND TO RENT - Cal Poly
senior project doing a stocker cattle busi-
ness plan. Call Tim at 805/801-4847 or Jeff at
805/458-8051.

FREE CLASSIFIED LISTINGS
for ALL Farm Bureau Members!

Have something to sell, a job to fill or in
need of a service? Advertise in Farmer &
Rancher classifieds.

CLASSIFIED RATES

Farm Bureau membership includes one
free 20-word listing per month. Additional
words are $5 per group of 10 words. Each
additional 10-word listing is $5 per month
for members.

CLASSIFIED SUBMISSIONS

Call (805) 543-3654, fax (805) 543-3697,
e-mail advertisement@slofarmbureau.org,
or bring to San Luis Obispo County Farm
Bureau, 651 Tank Farm Road, San Luis
Obispo, CA 93401.

r -— — — — — /"
YOUR DEADLINE

| FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE |
IS JANUARY 15.

L o e e —_— —_ = 4

CONTINUING YOUR LISTING
Your listing runs for three months. To cancel
sooner, contact the SLO Farm Bureau office.
At the end of three months you may resub-
mit your listing or consider a display ad.

LISTING AVAILABILITY

Listings are on a fist-come, first-served
basis. Farm Bureau retains the right to
refuse or edit any classified listing and is
not responsible for errors in text.

San]Luis]Obispo]CountylEarm
Welcome New Members!

Fs

San Luis Obispo County Se rVice

FARM BUREAU
“The mission of Sandy Aheam
the SLO County g4y Grigwell

Farm Bureau is
to lead San Luis
Obispo County
in the protection,
promotion and
advocacy of
agriculture for
the benefit of our
members and
community.”

Dale Donaghe
John Douglass

Bernard Duque

Advanced Agricultural

Kimbell & Brown
Construction, Inc.

David Scarry
Construction, Inc.

Roger Sharp
Thomas Summerfield
Brandy Lee Swain

Andrew Williams

For membership infomation, please call
San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau at 805/543-3654.
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BUSINESS MEMBER
DIRECTORY

Advanced Agricultural Services — Crop
Services: IPM Specialists, Grape Bud Analysis
Donald Thomas Cell: 559/309-3866

Ag Box Company — Produce Containers

1400 Railroad Avenue, Oceano 489-0377
Fax: 489-1497 Warehouse - 473-1160
1260 W. Main Street, Santa Maria 922-9883

Heather Billings

Creates/Updates Farm Plans for the Regional
Water Quality Control Board

Phone: 748-6509

Byars Thompson Buchanan Insurance
935 Riverside Avenue, Suite 7A, Paso Robles
Phone: 238-5212 Fax: 238-5215

California Meridian Insurance Services
9700 El Camino Real, Atascadero
ted@californiameridian.com

Phone: 466-3400 Fax: 466-6148

Central Coast Propane

Local Source for Agricultural & Commercial
Propane

6260 Monterey Road, Paso Robles
Phone: 237-1001 Fax: 467-2423

C&M Nursery
195 N. Thompson Ave., Nipomo 929-1941

C&NTractors
2690 Ramada Drive, Paso Robles 805/237-3855
496 Salinas Road, Watsonville 831/722-2733

Coast National Bank

500 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo 541-0400
1199 Grand Avenue, Arroyo Grande 473-6560
898 Morro Bay Boulevard, Morro Bay 772-6800
1193 Los Osos Valley Road, Los Osos 528-6700
2138 Spring Street, Suite A, Paso Robles
239-9520

Days Inn
2050 Garfield Street, San Luis Obispo 549-9911

Donovan & Donovan, Inc.
Construction, Designs, Interior
2230 Weaver Lane, Paso Robles 239-0848

Eagle Energy, Inc. DBA Henderson Petroleum
22515 El Camino Real, Santa Margarita
543-7090

2400 Golden Hill Road, Paso Robles 239-2190
1260 W. Main Street, Santa Maria 922-2168
631 Avenue of the Flags, Buellton 688-1920
719 Laurel Lane, Lompoc 736-7588

Electricraft, Inc. Electrical Contractors

Service, Repair, Maintenance and Trouble-
shooting, Installation and Connection of Motors,
Pumps, Solar, Generators and Electrical Controls;
24-hour Emergency Response.

205 South Street, San Luis Obispo 544-8224

Farm Supply Company

224 Tank Farm Road, San Luis Obispo 543-3751
SLO Pump Division: 224 Tank Farm Rd.
543-4355

1108 Paso Robles Street, Paso Robles 238-1177
1079 El Camino Real, Arroyo Grande 489-5514
1920 N. Broadway, Santa Maria 922-2737

Filipponi & Thompson Drilling Co.
Water Well Drilling, Pumps (Ag. & Domestic)
3250 El Camino Real, Atascadero 466-1271

Ted Hamm Insurance Services
1046 Vine Street, Paso Robles 238-1818

Heritage Oaks Bank
545 12th Street, Paso Robles 369-5203

InWest Insurance Services
TWIW Insurance Services

1525 E. Main Street, Santa Maria
922-7301 Fax: 925-2370

J.B. Dewar Inc. Petroleum Products

Corporate: 75 Prado Rd., San Luis Obispo
543-0180

Sales/Warehouse: 75 Prado Road 781-3578
2403 Golden Hill Road, Paso Robles 238-0634
1049 Riverside Avenue, Paso Robles 238-0634
1131 El Camino Real, Arroyo Grande 543-0180
933 Huber Street, Grover Beach 543-0180
612 W. Boone Street, Santa Maria 925-4061
2310 S. Meredith Lane, Santa Maria 925-4061
1400 W. Laurel Avenue, Lompoc 736-8262
Technical Services: Central Coast 440-8585

Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard

Law services include real estate, land use, water
and environmental law, including Williamson Act
and conservation easements.

Contacts: Kenneth Bornholdt, Jon Goetz
1432 Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo

Phone: 786-4302 Fax: 786-4319

Kimbell & Brown Construction, Inc.
P.O. Box 650, Summerland 441-4050

E. C. Loomis & Son Insurance Associates
220 Traffic Way, Arroyo Grande
Phone: 489-5594 Fax: 489-4183

Madonna Inn
100 Madonna Road, San Luis Obispo 543-3000

Mission Community Bank

1226 Park Street, Paso Robles 237-4200

581 Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo 782-5000
154 W. Branch Street, Arroyo Grande 994-9000

Nick’s Telecom
Home & Business Communications 441-3135

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
P.O. Box 8592, San Luis Obispo 93406
595-6340

Pacific Sun Growers, Inc.
1198 Mesa Road, Nipomo 929-1986

Pat Phelan Construction — House & Barn Pads;
Septic Systems; Road, Reservoir and Vineyard Work.
235 Phelan Ranch Way, Arroyo Grande 929-1739

Rabobank
2276 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo 541-5500

Roadrunner Construction — Finish Grading,
Driveway Materials Delivered & Applied. House
Pads, Horse Arenas, Bulldozing & Clearing.
7210 Vineyard Drive, Paso Robles 238-2500
207 N. Main Street, Templeton 434-3816

Roto-Rooter Plumbing, Sewer & Drain

Arroyo Grande: 489-4488 Cambria: 927-3100
Cayucos: 995-0120 Los Osos: 528-2898
Morro Bay: 772-3044 Nipomo: 929-1080
Paso Robles: 239-1451 Pismo Beach: 773-1177
San Luis Obispo: 543-9288

Shimmin Canyon Vineyard — Producer
of Premium Wine Grapes.
11000 E. Highway 46, Paso Robles 238-2562

South County Realty
102 Bridge Street, Arroyo Grande 481-4297

Trailer Barn, Inc.

1195 Ramada Drive, Paso Robles
trailerbarn@gmail.com

Phone: 227-4300 Fax: 227-4545

Business members listed here show
support for the local agricultural industry
and the SLO County Farm Bureau.

Please show your appreciation
by supporting them; let them know
that you're a Farm Bureau member

when you do business with them.

YOUR BUSINESS SHOULD BE
LISTED HERE, TOO!

FOR DETAILS,
CALL ANNALISA CLARKE
AT 805/543-3654.
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Pole Barns

PR&E Inc. offers sturdy, auractive and
bowac-cost agricultural pode Bams, Many
qquakify for the agriculture bilding permit
exemption in San Luis Obispo County,
The complete package includes
plans, permits and construction,
Memiber — Farm Buneau and SL0 Count o '
'L."”:” Fam EUI'L LJ!}.J EJ'{HI. " PB&E Inc. — Noel Allan, owner
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(805) 481-0457 * www.pbandbinc.com

Call for Details on How to Match Your Savings Rate to Your Auto Loan Rate.

543-1816 ~ 227-1030 ~ www.sesloc.org @SESLCC
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