CANNABIS

PESTICIDES THAT ARE

Protecting workers, the public, and
the environment from adverse effects
of pesticide use in cannabis
cultivation is critical to the mission of
the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation (DPR). DPR and
the County Agricultural Commissioners
(CAC) enforce the use and sale of
pesticides under Divisions 6 and 7 of the
California Food and Agricultural Code
(FAC), and Title 3 of the California Code
of Regulations (CCR). These laws and
regulations apply to all pesticide use;
cannabis is no exception.

All pesticide product labels include

a warning statement, precautionary
statements for protecting human and
environmental health, storage and
disposal statements, and directions for
use. By law, all pesticide users must
follow these statements.

When using pesticide products in
cannabis cultivation, applicators must not
use a rate that is higher than the rates
listed on the label and follow the
agricultural use requirements including
method of application, restricted entry
interval, personal protective equipment,
and pre-harvest interval.

Some pesticide products are never
allowed in cannabis cultivation under any
circumstances (see DPR's document:
Pesticides that Cannot be Used on
Cannabis).
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TO USE

Always read the label prior
to using any pesticide.

PRODUCTS THAT CAN BE LEGALLY
APPLIED TO CANNABIS IN CALIFORNIA

A pesticide product can legally be applied
to cannabis under state law if the active
ingredients found in the product are
exempt from residue tolerance
requirements and the product is either
exempt from registration requirements or
registered for a use that is broad enough
to include use on cannabis.

Residue tolerance requirements are set
by U.S. EPA for each pesticide on each
food crop and are the amount of pesticide
residue allowed to remain in or on each
treated crop with “reasonable certainty of
no harm.” Some pesticides are exempt
from the tolerance requirement when
they are found to be minimal risk.

Active ingredients exempt from
registration requirements are mostly
food-grade essential oils such as
peppermint oil or rosemary oil.

Cannabis cultivators who are licensed by
the California Department of Food and
Agriculture are required to comply with
pesticide laws and regulations as
enforced by DPR and the CAC's.

For more information:
www.cdpr.ca.gov/cannabis



www.cdpr.ca.gov/cannabis
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/cannabis/cannot_use_pesticide.pdf
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/cannabis/cannot_use_pesticide.pdf

PESTICIDES THAT ARE TO USE ON CANNABIS

The following are examples of pesticide active ingredients that are exempt from tolerance
requirements and either exempt from registration requirements or have labels broad enough to
include use on cannabis. This is not an exhaustive list of active ingredients that may fit the legal
use criteria. The active ingredients are organized by the intended target.

Insecticides and Miticides

e Azadirachtin e Iron phosphate

e Bacillus thuringiensis sub. kurstaki e [saria fumosorosea

e Bacillus thuringiensis sub. israelensis e Neem oil

e Beauveria bassiana e Potassium bicarbonate
e Burkholderia spp. strain A396 e Potassium sorbate

e Capsaicin e Rosemary oil

e Cinnamon and cinnamon oil e Sesame and sesame oil
e Citric acid e Sodium bicarbonate

e Garlic and garlic oil e Soybean oil

e Geraniol e Sulfur

e Horticultural oils (petroleum oil) e Thyme oil

¢ Insecticidal soaps (potassium salts of
fatty acids)

Fungicides and Antimicrobials

e Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain D747 e Rosemary and rosemary oil

¢ Cloves and clove oil e Sodium bicarbonate

e Corn oil e Reynoutria sachalinensis extract
e Cottonseed oil e Trichoderma harzianum

e Gliocladium virens

e Neem oil

e Peppermint and peppermint oil
e Potassium bicarbonate
e Potassium silicate

Vertebrate Repellants

e Castor oil
e Geraniol




